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VCL. XIV CORPS WEWS NO. 6 
asieaciee sed Division d } ‘s Wunitions Building 
¢ Cors May 13, 1930 Washington, D.C. 





The chief -wroose of this «blication is to distribute information on 
eeronantics to the flying »ersonne! in the Remilar Army, Reserve Cords, National 
Guard, and others conuected vith aviation. 

Ber to oe ee 


THE AIR CORPS EXERCISES AT MATFER FIELD 


In a »orevious issve of the News Letter, that of March 3lst, there was a 
detailed account of the organizetions, the home stetions and the Group and Unit 
Commanders, together with the »crsonnel and the home stations varticivating in 
Air Corss Field Exercises of the Provisional Wing at Mather Field, Sacramento, 
Calif. All of these organizations flew in from their home stations to Mather 
Field from air lines ranging from 75 miles in the case of the Sist Observation 
Squadron, the home station of which is Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, 
to 2,500 miles in the case of the 2nd Bombardment Grou» which flew in from 
Langley Field, Va. 

The ap roach to Mather Field from the South and from the East was one that 
lifted the hearts of all those maxing the long trio by air. The fertile 
valleys surrounding Sacramento in the soring of the year, when all groves and 
orchards were in bloom, geve »romise to the fliers of the month of fine weather 
which they later enjoyed. Mather Field itself resented a survrisingly good 
ayoearance, occunying as it aid the siatus of a semi-abandoned station. The 
excellent condition of the roads and the ¢o00d condition of the war-time built 
buildings svoke for the mildness of the Califoruia climate. This same climate 
overated to good advantage to the lanes which were siaixed’out in the onen for 
the month's activities at the field, for no bad effects as a result of this 
oven air varking have as yet beer ucted. 

The airdrome itseli was in excellent sheve, »resenting a marized contrast to 
many of the air fields where units landed while enroute to the maneuvers. The 
Mather Field airdrome vas grass-covered, and there was a mininum of dust, which 
condition is so prevalent at the scene of many aerial activities. Ground 
squirrels, which had »reviously inu*estied the vorders of the field, had been 
eliminated through the activity of the Devartment of Agriculture and Technical 
Sergeant Olsh, the enlisted caretaker of the field. 

The tuildings and other eqvisuent had been mut into shane through the un- 
tiring efforts of :emoers of the 9ist OCbdserva tion Squadron, Crissy Field, under 
the command of Certain Walter F. Kraus. Durinz its entire stay at Mather Field, 
the Wing only exnerienced one rainy day, but,since this narticular day had 
been -reviously set aside as Maintenance Day, no flying time was lost. There 
was one veriod - on a Sunday afternoon - durin: which very high winds »revailed, 
There was little cause for worry, however, as every lane was staked down, and 
the sentries on vost were duly virilant to detect any ill effects of the wind- 
storm. Motors were changed in the oven and, in fact, practically all the main- 
tenance and insvection work was done right where the »lanes were »arked, it 
being very umsual to see any lanes taken into the hangar except for major 
items of maintezance and adjustmeat,. 

The Provisional Ving was fcrmed on Avril lst. Being limited in size, the 
United States Army Air Corjs has no active Winz:, that is, no active combination 
of Bombardment and Pursuit Groups, for instance, iato a Bombardment Wing. 

The highest active organizations in our Air Cois are the Grouns. Uron the 
coucentration of several Groups of various fuactions at Mather Field, there was 
thas effected the Wing, called in this instance "The Provisional Wing," due to 
its temporary character. 

As has been »reviously outlined, the concentration at Mather Field was not 
a maneuver but a "Field Exercise," the -uwrroses being - 

1. To afford treining, voth combined and individual. 

2. To test equirment under field conditions. 

3. To test tactical theories and ideas, both old and nev. 

4. fo afford interchange of idess in the concentration of officers of the 
Air Corps and observers of other branches of all rans and of varied military 
ex »erience at one central point. 
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The results of the Exercises were excellent. It is considerec unwise at 
this time to reveal some of the imoortant bits of Imowledge gained during the 
month of April at Mather Field. One outstanding example,which engaged the inter- 
est of the military personnel and evoled comment from the nevsvaner men and the 
public at the time, was the condensation of moisture from the exhaust of the 
Pursuit planes flying in the low temeratures and rarified air at high altitudes, fF 
This occurred during the high altitude flight at 28,000 feet of the 95th Pursnit Ff 
Squadron in scuadron formation. The »henomenon was often previously witnessed 
from the ground. It resembles a streak of white vazor like a skyvriting adver. 
tisement. Such streaks, however, when mitinlied by the »resence of an entire 
squadron of Pursuit planes in the sky, render these »lanes quite obvious to anti- 
aircraft on the ground and to enemy »lanes in the sixy. The remedy, however, is 
quite simple - the installation of condeusers ou exhaust lines similar to those 
which are already installed on motors of Cirigible airships. 

The work of the Wing was divided into four »hases. The first hase was de- 
voted to training of the elements within the various Groups, such as Pursuit, 
Bombardment, Attack and Observation. This involved training in airdrome dis- 
Cinline, including traffic »roblems, such as >ractice take-offs and landings, 
with a view to »erfect cooneration of combined units in congested areas. With 
a total of more than 150 »lanes on one field, all elements must of necessity 
be very accurate, not only for the success of tactical o»verations but for general 
sefety as vell. 

The second hase was devoted to tactical »roblems, involving each tyne of 
aviation aud including practical tests oi any oro ,0sed aud untried tactics which 
were evolved from »revious exercises and maneuvers. These »roblems were senarate 
for each ty.e of aviation. During this »hase methods of radio communication were 
tested not alone between lanes and the ground, but between »~lanes in the air, 
between >lanes in the same Growns and »lanes in other tyves of aviation. 

The third hase was the use of military aviation in coast defense. The >rob- 
lems in this »hase consisted of attack azgeinst enemy ground troons marching uy 
from the south, also the defense of the Golden Gate against an enemy fleet 
eouinoed with aircraft carriers. 

The fourth hase was one interlarded with others. It consisted of what sight 
be called aerial demonstrations, both for the benefit of those in the military 
service and the sublic in general. Some of the finest bits of flying and some 
of the finest examples of air discixline were shown during these aerial reviews 
and demonstrations. Lac: of sxace at this time »rohibits a detailed account of 
all activities from day to day. The Grov»rs »varticinvating demoustrated that their 
training at their home stations had been to good avail. Their ow air training 
and air discisline were »ractically »erfect, and each tyve of aviation well un- 
derstood the work and cuties required of it. 

Personnel, both flying and mechanical, were well trained far above the re- 
quirements of their ranks and grades. Whereas organization tables call for Majors 
to command squadrons, the highest ranting squadron commander was a Ca ntain, with 
lst Lieutenants also serving in this cavacity in some squadrons. Similarly in 
other duties, »ositions were in most cases filled by officers far below the rank 
ordinarily expected. This situation, however, had no effect on the results ob- 
tained, no more than had the skeletonized »lane strength of the organizations any 
effect on their air effectiveness or the lack of mechanics on air»lane and 
engine »2rformance. 

Two things impressed the »articipants in the air exercises as being »articu- 
larly gratifying and in-making them feel that their efforts were being a yoreciat- 
ed end their problems understood by the “wblic. The first.1as the able way in 
which the Sacramento Chamber of Commerce and the local civil clubs assisted the 
9lst Observation Squadron in the work of »reparing for the stay of the Air Corvs 
personnel at Mather Field, and in the way in which the »eonle of Sacramento ‘3re- 
pared the city for the after-duty social activities of the Air Corzs visiting 
“personnel. ; 

Wing Headquarters was liberally furnished with office furniture, and the 
offices »eo led with clerks and stenograxhers furnished by the Chamber of Com- 
merce and kindred organizations, thaulcs to the versonal interest of Mr. Carl Lenms, 
President of the Sacramento Chariber of Commerce, and to Mr. Arthur S. Dudley, its 
Secretary. Staff and unit commanders were furnished cars by various automobile 
dealers to facilitate both their official and »ersonal travel. Sacramento liter- 
ally held open house for the visitin;; fliers. -In short, nublic relations were 
perfect. This cordiality to the visiting airmen was also naralleled by the 












Chambers of Commerce of San Francisco, Los Angeles and San Diego on the visit of 
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the Wing to these >laces. © 

Another source of gratification was the Lubeittionns interest taken by the 
‘ublic in the work of the Air Corss. This was manifested in one way by a demand 
for Air Corns officers to sveal: at luncheons and dinners of the various organi- 
gations at Sacramento and vicinity. Members of Chambers of Commerce, Rotary 
Clubs, Lions Clubs, local cha»nters of the National Aeronautic Association, 
engineering bodies and the like, all made recuests to have qualified officers 
speak at their regular meetings. Forty-five snecches were thus made. Most 
active among those who interoreted the Air Corss work for members of these clubs 
were General Wm. E.-Gillmore, Lieut.-Colonel Frank M. Andrews, Mejors Horace M. 
Hickam, Henry H. Arnold, Thomas DeW. Milling, Carl Spatz, Cantain H.M.McClelland, 
Lieutenants J. Whiteley, Roland R. Birnn, H. V. Borman, W.A.R. Robertson and 
S.J. Simonton. ; 

On Saturday, April 12th, the Provisional Wing particivated for several 
hours in the dedication of Sacramento's new umnicijal airnort, a few miles south- 
west of the city. 

On Saturday, Avril 19th, the Wing gave an aerial demonstration for several 
hours at Mills Field, San Francisco. More than 125,000 »neovle visited that 
field on this'occasion. Perhaps 75,000 more witnessed the review from »oints 
outside the airport. Particulars of the aerial activity were broadcast to the 
crowd through a sublic address system and, for the benefit of the unfortunate 
stay~at-homes, through a local radio station. 

On the afternoon of April 22nd, woon the termination of an aerial review 
held for Major-General James E. Fechet, Chief of the Air Corys, who was visiting 
the Wing, an aerial Cemonstration was wt on for the benefit of the »veonle of 
Sacramento and vicinity, This returned, in a measure, the official and »ersonal 
hospitality shown the members of the Wing by these same yeople of Sacramento dur- 

ing the stay of the Wing at Mather Field. It was during this Exhibition that 
Lieut. Irvin A. Woodring, engaged in mimic combat with Cavtain Elmendorf, was. 
forced to-make a "Cateroillar Descent" when something let loose in his F-12-8 
Pursuit plane at 150 feet altitude.: \ 

These aerial demonstrations all took about the same form; lst, ‘the Wing 
passed in review by groups and then in solid wing formation. Following this, . 
each Group put:on-a ten-miimte demonstration of its ow particular battle forma~ 
tions, terminating in various kinds of attacks on Attack »lanes‘and Bombers by 
the Pursuiters. Then came a ten minute "dog fight" between two Pursuiters, a 
ten-minute period of individual acrowtics, ten minutes of balloon bursting by a 
Pursuit plane and the finale of a smoke screen laid by a-Pursuit plane and a 
smoke curtain laid by a Fomber. Upon the termination of aerial activities, the 
Wing would land by squadrons. . 

On April 24th the Wing particinated in the aerial defense of Golden Gate 
and San Francisco Harbor against an invading enemy fleet equivped with aircraft 
carriers, It was during this aerial defense that the Curtiss Condor Be2 Bomber, 
piloted by the mechanical »ilot, mt out to sea, verformed its mission and return- 
ed through the egency of this mechanical hand wson its controls. 

A detailed account of every phase of the maneuvers was »ut on over two 
major broadcasting systems, both from the ground end from nlanes hovering about 
the outskirts of the aerial defenders. From one such lane, Herbert Hoover,Jr., 
son Of the President of ‘the United States, hancled the micronhone. He was assis- 
ted in his work by "Tex" Frolich, who handled the microphone on the ground. For 
one hour the radio-using public of the United States were given a detailed and at 
times -a very exciting description of the agpenrane of an air force against an 
wend 

On the following day the Provisional Wing denarted from Mather Field for 
mek Field and the United Airsort at Burbank, Calif., leaving behind the mem- 
bers of the 91st Observation Squadron and the 15th Photo Section. The latter 
organization uo to that date had turned out 20,000 »hotographic »rints of aerial 
activities of the Wing which were distributed to the press. Even this large 
number hardly satisfied their demands for more, and still more, »hotographs for 
publication. . The 91st Squadron was charged with the mopping up of the field 
and informing questioners that the Wing had devarted for the South. 

A flight of five Bombers and three Observation planes, »iloted by members 
of the Staff, flew directly to. Burbank, Calif. These three 0-1-E's were each 
illuminated by vari-clored electric lights strung underneath the wings. On 
the evening of their arrival they vere flown over Los Angeles and vicinity in a 
tight formation, the pilots switching the various colored lights off and on in 
unison. -126- V-6007, A.C. 











This flight, called by the »ress the "Fireflies," had »reviously made 
several night flights with their illuminated »lanes over Sacramento and the 
Bay regions near San Francisco, one such night cross-zountry being two and one. 
half hours in duration. Folloving the "Fireflies," the flight of Keystone 
LE-7's wt on a similated bombing raid over Los Angeles and its adjacent cities, 

The following cay, Saturday, the rest of the Wing flew in from March Fielg, 
where they had s»xent the night. That afternoon the usual aerial demonstration 
was staged at the United Airsort. “hile there, the Wing was the guest of tue 
Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce. 

On Saturday, Anril 27th, the Wing devarted from Burbank, rendezvoused over 
Oceanside, and flew its last review for General Gillmore, Wing Commander, and 
the »eople of San Diego, over Rockwell Field. 

Upon the termination of the review, the Wing was disbanded. 

---000o-=— 


CORPS ARHA MANEUVERS IN TEXAS 


The Eighth Corns Area maneuvers, in progress at this writing, began on 
Vay Sth and are scheduled to end on the 15th of this month. The Air Corns 
Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, furnished a provi- 
sional observation squadron to the White Forces. The troops of the Second 
Division, located at Fort Sain Houston, Texas, comprised the Blue Forces, while 
the Cavalry located in the southeastern vortion of Texas make up the “hite 
Forces. The 12th Observation Squadron is assigned to the Blue Forces, and one 
squadron of Attack aviation is on each side. 

The maneuver ground is the area between the Frio and Nueces Rivers on the 
east of the I. & G.N. Railway. The Advanced Flying School furnished eleven 
planes, the vilots and observers being students of the Observation Section. 

Lieut. J.A4. Mollison was designated as the Commanding Officer of the White 
Observation squadron; Lieut. 0.P. “eyland as Operations Officer; Lieut. W.D. 
Olds, Communications Officer, and Lieut. C.I. Ferris, Engineering Officer. 

The vicinity of Encinal, Texas, was designated as the base of operations 
of the White squadron, with the quarters of the persomnel near the airdrome. 
Chief air umpires on each side are Captains W.S. Gravely and E. H. DeFord, both 
from Kelly Field. 

---000-—— 


ATTACKERS RETURN FROM FIELD EXERCISES 


The »ilots and planes of the ‘Third Attack Group yarticipating in the Air 
Corgs Field Exercises at Mather Tield, Sacramento, Calif., returned to Fort 
Crockett, Galveston, Texas, ou April 30th. ‘The men were all tired from the 
long grind and, although they were glad to be back home, they had nothing but 
praise for the weople they had come in contact with. Each pilot added about a 
hundred hours onto his log. 

On Friday, May lst, a convoy of about 40 motor trucks, with 235 enlisted 
men and eight officers, left Fort Crockett for San Antonio, Texas, to prepare 
for the maneuvers slated to be held in the Nueces Valley. Plans for the parti- 
Cipation of the Third Attack Grou» in these maneuvers contemplated 25 Attack 
planes, under the command of Major Davennort Johnson, leaving on May 4th for 
points in the Valley, where they will also »articivate in the maneuvers. The 
90th Attack Souadron was to be attached to the Blue Forces, located at San 
Antonio, and the 8th Attack Squadron to the White Forces located near Laredo, 
Texas. 

---000-—= 


JOINT ARMY AND NAVY MANEUVERS IN CONNECTICUT 


Request was made by the Chief of the Air Cor2.s for the publication of orders 
by the War Devartment for 18 officers in 9 Bombardment »lanes from Langley Field, 
Va., and 20 officers in 18 Pursuit and 2 Trans»vort planes from Selfridge Field, 
Mt. Clemens, Michigan, to tale »art in the Minor Joint Army and Navy Maneuvers, 
to be held at Groton, Conn., May 24th to 28th, next, 
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FAST TRANSCONTINONTAL FLYING 


Having flown out to Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif., just rior to the 
Air Corss Exercises, and being a firm deliever in the old adage "Don't start 
aaything you can't finish," Major-General Jaunes ZH. Fechet, Chief of the Air 
Corns, agein journeyed ovt to the Pacific Coast so as to.be on hand on the clos- 
ing days of these Exercises. ‘ 

On the second tri, hotvever, General Fechet decided to ins»ect some of he 
Air Cords activities on the West Coast, and for that reason the entire journey 
on this occasion involved a total distance of 7,905 miles. 

 Caotain Ira C. Eeker, Air Corns, stationed at Bolling Field, D.C., who 
piloted the »lane, computed the total flying tine as 53 hours and 25 minutes, 
from ‘hich it will be observed that the General's “Air Chariot", which was 
powered with a Series "3B," Hornet engine, was skinming throuch the ozone at an 
average sveed of 145 miles »er hour. 

There is no denying the fact that with an airslane as a vehicle of trans- 
yortation one can go laces, and in a fraction of the time it would take through 
the utilization of other forms of trans»ortation, for the flisht to Mather Field 
from Washington, D.C., was accomzlished in e day and three-quarters. 

From the stand.,0int of distance covered in one day, the best »erformance 
was the flight from Washington to Amarillo, Texas, on Anril 20th, the distance 
of 1730 miles being covered in a flying time of 12 hours and 45 miimtes. The 
fastest time made during the entire aerial jaunt vas from Fargo, N.D., to 
Washington, D.C., via Chicago, I1ll., and Dayton, Ohio. The distance of ayroxi- 
mately 1300 niles was covered in a flying time of 7 hours and 20 minutes, so 
that the "Flceoctster" low wing monovlane traveled at a speed averaging almost 180 
miles an hour, 

Several landings were made on fields a mile high. In climbing over the 
Siskiyou Mountains, between Oakland, Calif., and Medford, Oregon, Ca»xtain Eaker 
climbed the ‘plane to an altitude of 12,000 feet and crossed the mountain range 
above the clouds. During this flight, the eclinse of the sun was »vlainly ob- 
served. General Fechet smoked the lens of his gogcles in order to observe the - 
phenomena more clearly. ; 

The entire flight was made absolutely on scheduled time, as »vreviously 
planned, and good weather »revailed for the most »art. 

At Fargo, N. D., a landing was made on the iMuaiciveal Airnort, which was 
found to be very soft, due to a heavy rein which fell just after the take-off 
at Butte, Montana. Irme‘iately after lending, it took four draft horses to move 
the nlene ‘to a part of the field where a take-off could be made. 

After witnessing the Air Show at. Los Angeles, General Fechet ‘*xroceeded to 
Seattle, Portland, S:okane and Miuneanolis, in order to insyect the air activi- 
ties in the extreme Northwest which had not ».reviously been visited by hin. 

---000--- 


HIGH WINDS ALOFT 


The noon revort of the weather conditions at Air Coros fields in the Fast 
on May 7th showed an unusual number of stations having high winds aloft. In 
such instances the wind direction and its velocity are marked in red chalk on 
the weather board in Qoerations Offices of the various Air Corys stations. 

Pove Field at Cam. Bragg, N.C., showed a Southwest wind of 97 miles per 
hour at 3,000 feet altitude, and Middletowm Air Devot, Peuna., showed a west 
wind of 94 miles per hour at the same altitude. Neither Langley Field, Va., 
nor Bolling Field, D.C., between these two stations, had any high winds aloft 
during the day. 

Farther west, Scott Field, Belleville, I1l1., had a west wind of 75 miles 
ver hour at 1500 feet altitude and, at 4,500 feet altitude, Chanwte Field, 
Rantoul, I11., had a south wind of 58 miles »er hour and Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, a southwest wind of 58 miles »er hour. 

On one day during the month of April, the weather chart showed almost the 
entire United States as having rainy weather, while on another day in the same 
month the entire country was rainless, with the greater vart of it enjoying 
bright cloudless skies. , 


scent 
Officer; "Don't »oint thay empty gin at me}! 
Guard: "Pardon, Sir; out this gun is loaded." 
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STUDENT OFTICERS COMPLETE COURSE Il MAINTENANCE ENGINEERING 





The class of officers in "Airnlane Maintenance Engineering" attending the 
Air Corss Technical School at Chanute Field, Rantoul, I11., commleted the courge 
on April 15th. ‘The lest fer days were snent at the iateriel Division, Wright 
Field, Dayton, Chio, for the -mrvose of becoming familiar with the operations of 
that Division and to learn of nev develowments in aircraft. 

The officers conmrising this class are enumerated below, as follovs: 





lst Agus. Aubrey 3B. Ballard. end Lieut. Josexh H. Atkinson 
iLeude E. Duncan . Leo W. Desrosiers 
. John M. McCr.lloch ° Ford L. Fair 
“4 Henry H. Reily . Herbert C. Lichtenberger 
. John W. Warren Cantain Richardo Rodas, Guatemalan Arny 
---000~--- 


MITCHEL FIELD AIRM#il GO TO TAR IN PRIVATE CARS 
By the Mitchel Field Corres ondent 


Several weeks azo it became necessary for one of the squadrons to think 
seriously about moving into the field for its annual soring gunnery and bombing 
practice. Cam) Dix in lew Jersey was the »lace. The time vas set, the reason 
was very evident, but the "how" was the sticker. True, the »lanes could get 
there under their orm »nover and could be fitted for ;unnery with a little con- 
scientious effort, but the »roblem of getting the equi»ment and a hundred men 
there was a horse of another color. Trans »ortation and more of it was needed, 

The Trans»ortation Officer was swmoned from his lair and, together vith 
the Squadron Commander, they »roved into the dim dark reaches of the trans»orta- 
tion hangar. The s»rectacle wniich confronted them was anything but a-yvealing. In 
the far corner were two ghostly relics which in their heyday had been trim 
Garford trucks - wartime creations long since relegated to a niche in the hall 
of antiques. True, they were greased and »olished and vere »resumed to run, but 
how far nobody knev. In another corner a radio trick stood comilacently await- 
ing a trial run but it, too, looked none too sturdy. The situation demanded 
dee) meditation. The transsortation of the men vas a serious question. Three 
GMC trucks were available in a inch, but at the best they could carry only 
half the number scheduled to zo. 

After a lengthy conference, during which everything from males to bicycles 
and roller skates were considered as »ossible means of trans»voriation, it was 
finally decided that every versonal car in the squadron should bring wp the 
rear of the gasping Geriords and thus derosit the men at Cam) Dix in an ultra 
fancy style. . 

On the fatal day of departure a-sxectacle was »resented which resembied 
anything but a scvadron moving into the field; a sight which vould make many an 
ola salt turn over in his grave. Bringing uw» the rear of the familiar, yet 
sadly deleted arrey of trucks, vas a string of twenty cars of all sizes, 
descriptions and colors - baby blue roadsters, chrome yello: couves, maroon 
sedans ~ each stuffed to canacity with the familiar khaki. More closely did it 
resemble the start of a Kiwanis »icnic that an Army convoy. 

---000--- 


ARiY PILOT TO DEMONSTRATE Al‘ERICAi PLANES IN EUROPE 


Cantain John K. ("Joe") Cannon, Senior Instructor in Pursuit Training at 
the Air Corns Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, recently 
sailed for Europe, where he will svend four months demonstrating Curtiss military 
airplanes. He will be one of a grou > of »ilots assembled by the Curtiss Company 
for this work. Lieut. Jemes H. Doolittle, formerly one of the Army's most ‘ride- 
ly knomm pilots, and Lieut. James Parker, of Wright Field, are the other -rilots. 

~--000--- 


MITCHEL FIELD FIREMEN EXTINGUISH BLAZE IN SEORT ORDER 


A bird whose name doesn't matter, says the Mitchel Field Corres »ondent,was 
daintily mooning the floor in one of the hangar boiler rooms with high test 
gas trying to clean up some splotches that downed oil hed left when, for some 
unknotm reason, the whole mess burst into flames. This was made still more un- 
explainable by the fact that the boy vas cold and had left the boiler door open 
-131- v-6007, A.C. 
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in order that the heat might radiate throughout. 
When he found that his escax.e was blocked by the flames he yelled "Fire!" 
in Yiddish, Scandinevian, anc a fe: more of his native tongues. Then he shoved 
both fists through a door which leu into the hangar, the only other avenue of 
escape. An emergency crew “hiffed the smoke, divined that his yelos meant 
"five," and by the time he had butted his head through the locked door they had 
succeeded in hauling four snips to safety in record time. The intrevid firemen 
then arrived won the scene and the fire vas mt out in short order with no 
damage done to either the shixs or the hangar. 

000000009 


COLORADO NATIONAL GUARD ATR MAKE GOOD USE OF RADIO 


Harly in the Soring Liewt. LaGue and — Williams, of the 120th Ob- 
servation Squadron, Colorado National Guard, Denver, Colo., flew cross-country 
to Laramie, “yoming, to test the radio equivment. Tater Licut. LaGue and 
Sergeant Schirk flew to Eads, Colorado, 154 miles from Lowry Field, Denver, and 
kept up two-vay tolerhone commanication with Lieut. Junk in Denver. 

The latter trio was the more interesting and successful. Rece tion vas 
so good that Lieut. Junk on Lowry Field vas able to hear the antenna being 
reeled in prenaratory to landing at Eads. From Eads Lieut. LaGue and Serzeant 
Schirk flew to Las Animas and, for a time, listened to various broaucasts from 
Denver, Colorado Sorings and Pueblo. On the return trin, one of. the greatest 
advantages of radio was demonstrated when the flyers encountered a snow storm 
near Limon, 85 miles from Denver. They immediately called Lieut. Junk, who 
yas able to assure them that they would have lenty of ceiling and clear weather 
when they reached Denver. Where the sensible thing to do under other circum- 
stances would have been to sit dom, they vere able to fly through the few 
miles of tough veather, keeping Lieut. Juni: informed of their »rogress. 

Shortly after lcaving Limon they were avle to revort to him that they had found 
clear weather. During the communication necessary in this instance, both code 
and voice vere used. 

In addition to the regular wnako equirment on this trip, there vas inter- 
nhone commnication “heen ilot and observer. 

it anette 


BEES LAUNCH ATTACK AGAINST Ail ATTACK SLANE 


On one morning during the Air Corss Exercises at Mather Field, “Sacranente, 
Calif. , an attack lane of the "Blue" Army was captured by an invading army o 
busy bees. ‘hen Lieut. S.J. Simonton vent out to his ship he found hundreds of 
the insects had settled on one of the lover wings. The wing tio was literally 
black with the stingers, and.a curtain of them hung down almost to the ground. 

| What to do vas the cuestion, but a solution was not lon in forthcoming. | 
Cajtain Lotha A. Smith, Commanding the Sth Attack Scuadron, taxied his air lane 


‘directly in front of the beleaguered .lane and, setting the brakes, gave the . 


bees the benefit of a 150-mile-an-hour gale. The: breeze from the whirling 
vropeller scattered the bees all over lather Field. . 

According to revorts, when Lieut. Simonton returned from his flight ith 
the scuacron, some three hours later, and taxied back to his yarizing lace, the 
entire svarm vas there to greet their wana. A fe seconds after the -lane was 
in lace the entire svarm nae taken wo. their home again uader the stabilizer 


on the tail of the ship. 


Lieut. Simonton thought that was carrying a joke a’ little too far, so he 
consulted with the authorities and, after a caucus, it was decided.to send to 
Sacramento for a bee exvert. Alf Erickson, who !movs all the bees in Sacramento 
county by their first names, volunteered his services. The bees folloved him 
bad to Sacramento in a cuite docile manner, and the queen bee herself blushed: 
with embarrassment at the »roner scolding Alf delivered to her. 

No harm vas done, . excent that Tieut. Simonton's name was aneatkanely 
changed to "Honey Eoy," by which -xseudonym the Army vill henceforth !mow him. 
A shotogranh shotring the. bees svarming on the Seth vas received in the Informa- 
tion Division. Why the bees sin, led out this »articular airzlane for their 
concerted attack no one seoms to lmov, tut the chances are that some wag, or a 
"spy" in the employ of the "Red" Army conceived the idea of nutting one of the 
lanes out of the running by smearing. honey or molasses on the wing. 
~152— V-6007, A.C. 
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At the risx of having things. throrm in this direction, it is nevertheless 
4 ‘deemed fitting to remark once more thet the Catervillar Club 1s increasing by 
leaps... Only as faz back as. the last issue of the News Letter, it was stated the P 
the membership of this mythical organization had increased to 214, with a total § 
of 225 emergency Jumps. - Within the svace of a few weeks eleven new members, ag : 
far es is know, heve joined the Club, and one member, Mr. Harry Sievers, Ais 
Pilot, Joined the ravics of those holding second degrees. | 
Delving into tle records of the Caternlilar Club, it has come to light thy | 
one other member, Mr. Ernest E. Dryer, is also entitled to a second degree ratiy. 
This gentleman claims iit in November, 1927, in Nev Mexico, he made an emerenm 
jump when a wing came cff an OX-5 Standard nlane during a test flight, and ting, 
‘the: same thing hap ened several months later, in February, 1928 , at Ypsilanti, 
Michigan, then stunting a Waco-9 “dane. 

At this writing, therefore, there are recorded in the Golden Book of the 
Catersillar Clud a total of 225 naies and 256 jumps, the reveaters beinz: Colone} 
Charles A. Lindbergh with four jumos, Major James Rutledge, Lieuts. Eugene k, 
Barksdale (deceased), James T.° Hutchison, ‘Captain ‘Frank O'D. Hunter, Sergeant 
Fred P.. Miller, Messrs. Al Wilson, Harry Seivers ‘and Ernest E. Dryer with two 
‘jumps each. Apap 

A ne record in the annals of “the Club was created on Mey end, when siz 
candidates were similtaneously initiated. This rather unusual event took lace 
some ten miles south of Fresno, Calif. Lieut. Warren A. Maxwell, Air Cords, of 
Warch Field, Riverside, Calif., with seven enlisted men.as »assengers, was fly- 

ie ing a Transport nlane and cruising along at an altitude of 2,000 feet when the 
~ropeller of the right wing motor was shattered. A »xiece of the broken > ro>el- 
‘ler tore a gaxing hole in the ving surface. According to press revorts, Lieut, 
Maxwell ordered the men to jump, anc ail but one did so from ai altitude of 
about.1200 feet and reached the srovnd safely. ftaff Sergeant O28. Arthur aye 
rently chose to remain with the shin, and he watched Lieut. } Maxvell bring the 
crippled Trans ort: dorm in-a semi-crash landing, from rhich. voth miraculously 
escaped without injury: - lo official revort covering this a¢cident has thus far 
been received. deny 
Cater>sillar Club members and.others interested mey be leased to learn that 

Don Glassman, a svecial feature vriter, has -wblished a book, entitled JUM, in 
which the exreriences of the various members of this mythical organization are 
handled in an entertaining manner, The origin and ceveloment of the paracimte 

’ are also covered. 

: Details covering the emerzeiicy jaunps of a fev of the receatly initiated 
candidates are ziven ‘below, as follovs: 


FRANK I. SPANGLER, Flying Cadet, Air Cords, on ‘aaa morning of Avril 10th, was 
- flying e PT-3 »nlane at larch Field, Riverside, Calif., on his 
first solo "hop." "I was »racticing landings," Cadet Snansler stated, "when I 
‘ancaked in from about 30 feet,. bending a 'V' strut and crushing a vheel up 
under the fuselage. I took off on the bounce and started around again when I 
saw something was wrons, and-an officer in another ship signalled me that my 
landing gear was smashed and I understood that he vented me to jum. Sol 
climbed to 2,000 feet and juimed out, landing on March Field about 1/4 mile from 
the ship. 
"I exverienced no sensation of motion after leaving the shin and fell avout 
500 feet before I finally got the rin-cord -wlled. . The parachute ovened, jeriin 
me to an woright position with consi iderable force. No ill effects from the jum. 


4 A. 00DRING, ees. Air Cor s, on Ap ril 23rd, at Mather Field, Sacramento, 
“*  Calif., had been "dog fighting" with Captain H.M. Elmendorf, 

sitimeannitiinn Officer’ of the 95th Pursuit Syadvon, Rockwell Field, as a part of 

‘. the program arranged in honor of the citizens of Sacramento, when he was seen 
. to shoot out of his ship. According tu »xsss reverts, be fell a hundred feet 

or more and theif ‘his ‘parachute opened end he drifted to the landing field. the 

accicent occurred in full view of thousands ofssectators dravm to the field to 
see the last review end aerial demonstration steged at Sacramento durinz the 

maneuvers. 

Lieut. oodrinz, it was stated, was: amano 4o exolain what had ha» ened. Fe 

had just wt the shi» through a severe series of stunts in his mimic combat with 
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Captain Zlmendorf. He admitted the nossibility his life belt broke while he vas 
on an outside turn and that he had been hurled from the shiv. It was Lieut. 
Woodring's first emergency jump, although he has been considered the army's lead- 
ing aerial acrobat for a muater of yeers. He stood beside the wreck of his 
plane, franicly rather dazed tut smiling. 

"T don't care to do that egain," he said. "I can remember fumbling around 
for wy parachute ring and then, boy, how I sulled her. I don't know just vhat 
happened. The »lane didn*t seem to work and a mimte later I »assed the rop 1- 
ler. Right then I began to reach for my parachute ring." . 


HENRY J. BROWN, Air Mail »ilot, vas flying the night mail from Cleveland to 
New York and was only a fev miles vest of the foothills of the 
Allegheny Mountains when the motor of his ».lane stalled. 

The pilot was flying at an altitude of abdout 3,000 feet when he attempted 
to transfer his gasoline supply from the left wing tank to the right wing con- 
tainer so as to equalize the »lane's balance. The gasoline in the right ‘ring 
tank had been almost entirely drained. 

In the midst of the operation the gasoline line clogged. The motor coughed 
spasmodically and then stopped. As the plane hurtled earthvard, Brown climbed 
out of the cocloit, drov,ed over the side from about 2,000 feet altitude and 
pulled the ripcord of his parachute. 

While he was floating to earth, the nilotless »lane suddenly righted itself, 
the clogged gasoline cleared and the motor began to hum again as the »lane 
swooped in wide circles about the descending »ilot. Frovm landed safely and 
ran to the blazing wreckage of his plene. With the aid of two farmers, who 
heard the crash, the vilot was able to drag out 12 sacks of mail. 

The initiation of this candidate occurred on Avril 265th at Olanda, Pa., 
about three miles north of Clearfield, Pa. 

---000--~ 


PROMOTION OF AIR CORPS ENLISTED M&W 


The following noncommissioned officers of the Air Corps were recently 
oromoted ; . 
To the crade of Master Serseant: 

Technical Sergeant William B. Brockway, March Field, Calif, 
Technical Serveant Pavl W. Parker, Prooks Field, Texas. 
Technical. Serveant Fletcher J. Cox, France Field, Panama. 
Technical Sergeant Chester F. Colby (Pilot) Post Field, Okla. 

To the grade of Technical Sergeant: 








Staff Sergeant Edvard E. King, March Field, Calif. 

Staff Sergeant Robert G. Kramer 

Staff Sergeant Allen G. Myers Fort Crockett, Texas. 

Staff Sergeant Rudy J. Barros 

Staff Sergeant Artie Revert Chanute Field, Ill. 

Staff Sergeant John Bellinger Selfridge Field, ilich. 

Staff Sergeant Johann Domos France Field, Panama. 

Staff Sergeant Josenh R. Grey France Field, Panama. 

Staff Sergeant Harold D. Laroy France Field, Panama. 

Staff Sergeant William D. Croy Frence Field, Panama. 

Staff Sergeant Walter G. Ashby France Field, Panama. 
Staff Sergeant Harold R. Silliman Post Field, Orla. 

y ---000--- 


HIS FIRST AND EIS LAST 


There vas a young colored lad who had been »vesterinz a flyer to give him 
@ ride. . 
"Come on, boy," said the flyer one morning. "I feel like having a little 
fun. Hop in." 

For half an hour the flyer gave him all he had in the tox. When he came 
dorm the boy sat with his head in his hands. 

"Thank you, boss," said he, fervently, "for them two nice:rides you 
gave me." ' ; 

"79 rides?" queried the puzzled flyer. 

"Yas, sun," said the boy, "Mah ferst and mah last." 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR FOR AIR SULS UP RESULTS OF AIR CORPS MANZUVERS 


The annual inventory  eriod of the Army Air Corzs, held this year at Mather 
Field near Sacramento, Calif., has drawn to a close after four weeks of contim. 
ous flying activity. 

Qa April 28th, the eight score Army »lanes which participated in the Field 
Exercises started tovard their resvxective statious,- the First Pursuit Grow) to 
Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemezs, Mich.; the Second Bombardment Group to Langley 
Field, Va., and the Third Attack Grows to Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas,’ 

The Field Exercises began on Aoril 1st, when the various combat branches of 
the Army Air Cor ss set ovt to solve a series of training »roblems designed to 
test and inmrove the teamtork between the various air orgenizations and to de- 
velo» new tactical theories for aerial warfare. 

The Exercises were cormanded by Erigadier-General William E. Gillmore, with 
Lieut.—-Colonel Frenk M. Andre.s as Chief of Staff. From flights of units of 
three planes, to souadrons and groups, the training program exvanded until 
during the final week, it called for the coordination of nearly 130 combat planes 
operating as a comolete Wing and in simultaneous overation against one common 
objective. 

"We have had a most emphatic demonstration, " said Assistant Secretary of 
War F. Trubee Davison, "of our efficient training system as well as a gra nhic 
exhibition of the reliability ait enol value of modern military aircraft, 
not alone in operating against enemy aviation or ground troo xs but in coast 
defense as well. While the military attainments of the maneuvers are of con- 
pelling interest beceuse they illustrate the efficiency of our air defenses, 
there are other chases of the de:onstratious that are entitled to country-wide 
attention, 

"There is, for instence, the marvelous feat of the 95th Pursuit Squadron 
in climbing in battle formation to almost 20,000 feet, thus »ushing the fighting 
front of Pursuit aviation more than two miles beyond Yorlda War combat altitudes. 
When we recall that only a counle of years ago 30,000 feet was a record height 
for one plane, with s»ecial equixsent, to reach, we have a right to be proud and 
happy over the fact that the army Air Corzs has a service tyre of lane that 
enables 19 single-seaters to climb nearly six miles above ground as a matter of 
military routine. This quest for Pursuit altitude is not a stunt but a grim 
necessity in aerial warfare. Cue may indeed, truthfully say that, so far as 
Pursuit is concerned, altitude is strength. 

“Another interesting Cenonustratiou of wides»read -mwblic ameal was the 
flight of a Bombardment plane equi .ed vith an automatic vilot. While this 
anparatus is still more or less ex»erimental in military aviation, its smooth 
performance in flying a heavy twin-motored Eomber from Sacramento to San 
Francisco and back without a huinen hand touching the controls would indicate 
that the mechanicel aviator will soon be indis»ensadle in flight operations 
as are the other modern instruments that have given stability to aircraft and 
safety tc flight. j 

"Tae automatic »ilot is »ointins the way to the day when fog or other 
menacing weather will no longer hold ome ou the ground. Poor visibility is 
largely a mental hazard inflicted won the »ilot. Remove that hazard by means 
of an instrument which does not. care how low or how thick the clouds may hand, 
and we will have gone a long way toward attaining the same degree of ‘safety in 
flight that exists in the older branches of transsortation. 

"less srectacular than the high altitude record of Pursuit formation and 
the mechanical airmanship of the automatic »ilot, but of equal importance are 
the lessons the Field Zxercises taught us in the transvortation of swx lies and 
airplane maintenance on the ground.~- I think it most inmressive that about 75,000 
pounds of miscellaneous sup vlies, ranging from airplane wings and heavy eugiues 
to cotter mins and tynewriter ribbons were carried ‘by Army Air Cor s transports 
over the 500-mile route from the Sanply Denot at San Diego to Sacramento. 

"All in all, the 1930 Field Exercises gave a s .lendid accounting of the 
efficiency of the Army Air Corps anc. the »rogress of American aviation as eon 
in the sveed, performance and reliability of! American built >lanes and engines." 

-~--000--- 


AIR TO GROUND COM iro CATION VIA RADIO-PHOTO PROCESS 


The apparatus used by the Army.Air Cor-2s in the Radio~Photo process tests 





conducted curing the course of the Field Exercises at Mather Field, Sacramento, 
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Calif., is the latest develo,ment in radio commmication in aerial activity. 

The device is a »roduct of the Westinghouse Slectric and Manufacturing Commany. 
-Handvriting and »ictures have been transmitted and received by the an rara- 

tus over various distances on the ground, but the tests conducted by the Air 

Corns are the first in which lanes have been used for air-ground communication. 

By using this newly develoved radio ayoaratus, a vilot may write the mes- 
sage he has to transmit won e sheet of ordinary writing vaver, using a soft 
lead pencil. The anvaratus then will send it out automatically and the sve: ial- 
ly equinped receiver will revroduce it. Photograxhs and mays made by observers 
also may be sent by this method. They claim for it absolute secrecy in trans- 
mission of messages, in that code writing may be used. 

While the test was only betrveen a nlane and a ground station, svecialists 
at the Westinghouse Research Laboratories say that eventually two-way commi- 
cation may be maintained, and that written messages and revlies may be exchanged 
between pilots and their commanding officers on the ground. 

The transmitter and receiver used are the usual type of radio aynparatus. 
One of the famous Westinghouse "electric eyes," the photo-electric cells which 
transform light beams into electrical imowlses, is connected to the transmitter 
and special recording ayparatus is attached to the receiver. The paper bearing 
the message is wrax.ed around a metal cylinder, much the same in size aud an- 
pearance as the cylinders usca in dictayhone machines. This cylinder, driven 
by a small motor, revolves twice a second and moves slowly from left to right. 
As it does so, the »aver »asses through the light beam cast by the shoto- 
electric cell. The white aver reflects the beam back, but the black marks of 
the lead wencil do not cast rervlections. 

These variations of light and darlmess are changed by the cell into elec- 
tric impulses which in turn are passed through an audio frequency amolifier and 
then into the transmitting set. The receiver »icks uw» the signals and -uts 
them through an am>lifier, which rectifies the current, and then »asses them 
on to the recording apnaratus. Instead of changing the electrical inrwlses into 
light again, as in »reviously demonstrated equipment, the new device re .roduces 
the »icture by sending the actual current through svecially comnounded vaper. 
The action of the electricity on the chemicals in the waner, through electro- 
lysis, changes the color of the paper end recreates the original image. To ac- 
comilish this, the sxecial paner from the roll is »assed first through a water 
bath in order to make it more conductive, thence over a cylinder which is ro- 
tating in synchronism vith the transmitting cylinder. On the surface of the 
cylinder there is a knife edge curved in s»xiral from one side to the other. On 
tow of the paver there is a straight kmife edge which with the s»viral edge 
forms the two electrical contacts of the receiver. As the cylinder with the 
spiral rotates it »roduces the sliding contact aloug the straight edge. This 
contact moves from one side to the other and makes one line of the re »roduced 
image with each comlete revolution. 

The vaper is slowly advancing through the receiver, the motion being exactly 
the same as the motion of the transmitting cylinder, therefore the t7o motions 
reproduce exactly the scanning of the ~hotogranh by the transmitter to recreate 
the image on the paper as the varying current »roduces more or less chemical 
chauge in the paver. 

-~-000-~— 


AERIAL SURVEY OF PARKED AUTOMOBILES IN WASHINGTON 


The Army Air Corns which since the close of the Vorld War has coo»verated 
in various projects inaugurated by civilian organizations and commnities, re- 
cently essayed a nev role in a non-military activity, that of assisting in a 
survey of the automobile parking vroblem in the nation's canital. This survey, 
which embraces the central district of Washington ond about the existing and 
proposed *mblic tuildings, is being undertaken by the National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission, in cooperation with the Office of the Chief Coordinator, 
the District of Columbia, and local trade bodies. 

Comolying with the request of Lieut.-Colonel U.S. Grant, 3rd, Director of 
the Office of Public Buildings and Public Parks, that the Air Corps send a y»hoto- 
graphic lane over the city during the middle of a business day to take »vhoto- 
graphs which would show the amount and distribution of parking and the areas of 
traffic congestion, Lieut. D.W. Goodrich, in charge of the Photo Section at 
Bolling Field, D.C., accompanied by Sergeant A.E. Matos, veteran Army -hotogranh- 
er, flew an Ol-E Observation plane over Washington at au altitude of about 3,000 
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feet, during the course of which a total of 108 photogranhs were taken, the 
entire mission being accomplished in 35 mimtes' flying time. 

The aerial photographs covered the area from the Potomac River to Florida 
Aveme, Northwest, and from Rock Creek to First Street, Northeast. Although 
the photogranhs were taken from an altitude of more than half a mile, they are 
remarkably clear, showing automobiles in the entire area, whether parked or 
moving. With the aid of a magnuifying glass, such minute details as fire plugs 
and lamp posts are visible. Painted traffic lines show up distinctly. 

One passage of the plane over the territory to be »hotogranhed was suffi- 
cient, the exposures being made automatically with sufficient overlanping so 
that they could be placed together accurately. An area ranging between eight ang 
nine square miles was vhotogranvhed. 

Photographing practically an entire city within the short space of 35 min- 
utes gives one something to think about. One wonders how long a time a project 
of this kind would have entailed utilizing ground photography, not to mention 
the great exsense and the immense amount of labor. And so through the instm- 
mentality of the airplane, by means of which a detailed picture was taken shov- 
ing actual every-day traffic couditions in the nation's capital, the vexing 
automobile parking problem now existing may be brought to a solution much sooner 
than the veriest optimist would exvect. 

---000-—- 


CAPTAIN STEVENS ESTAZLISHES A NEW RECORD IN LONG DISTANCE AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 


Captain Albert W. Stevens, Air Corps, vhotogra rhic expert, recently succeed- 
ed in taking a »hotograph covering a distance of 270 miles in one single ex»vos- 
ure. This accomplishment adds almost fifty miles to the previous long-distance 
‘photographic record established by him last August, when his camera registered 
objects 227 miles distant. 

The »hotograph taken by Cantain Stevens during a flight 20,000 feet above 
Crater Lake, Oregon, gives a remarkably clear picture of the various mountain 
ranges stretching northward to the lofty peak of Mt. Rainier, 14,000 feet above 
sea level. Crescent Leke and Diamond Peak anpear in the foreground, then follow 
the Three Sisters, 125 miles away; next Mount Jefferson, 175 miles away; Mount 
Hood, 200 miles away and, finally, in lone majesty on the edge of the horizon, 
Mount Rainier. 

Cantain Stevens took the »icture from an Air Cor:s photograxhic plane, 
piloted by Lieut. John D. Corkille. Taking off from Mather Field, Sacramento, 
‘Calif., at 6:30 a.m, ou the morning of the mission, the plane climbed steadily 


for almost a full hour as they flew northward. ‘then the craft reached the unper 
air lanes over Crater lake the altimeter on the lane registered 20,000 feet, 
while the thermometer stood at 20 below zero. "We didn't mind the low tempera- 


ture as much as the lack of oxygen in the air," Cavtain Stevens stated. "We got 
the oxygen we ueeded from a liquid oxygen suxvxly, but finally had to come down 
after four he:rs, when our supply was exhausted. 

"Shooting 2t Mount Rainier from a distance greater than that between New 
York City and Washington is much like shooting at the moon with the difference 
that you can see the moon. The principal task is to aim the camera in the 
general direction you believe your objective to be, snap the trigger and hope 
for lurk 

"i.e I am very well satisfied with the results obtained on this particular 
missicn, i am inclined to believe that it will only be a matter of time before we 
will develop a camera that will record even greater distances." 

---000--- 


Over in Alabama a colored preacher at one time had served a short jail 
sentence.and was fearful lest his congregation discover the fact, as in his 
later years he had been a model on rectitude. 

On. a Sunday morning, rising to begin his sermon, his heart sank upon 
observing his former cell-mate sitting in the front row. Quick thinking was 
necessary. Giving the unwelcome guest a steady look, the preacher henry ai 
solemly: "Ah takes mah text dis mo'nin' from de sixty-fo'th chaptah and fo! 
hundreth verse of the Book of Job, which says, "Dem as sees and knows me, and 
says nothin', dem will Ah see later.'" . 
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‘ ATR"CORPS FLOAT WINS ADMIRATION — 


In the brilliant Battle of Flovers Parede on Aoril 26th, which climaxed 
the famous annual Fiesta San Jacinto week in the City of San Antonio, commemo- 
rating the Battle of San. Jacinto in Texas history, a float vas entered, re >re- 
senting; the joint “sarticivation o1 the Air‘Cor>s Training Center and the San 
Antonio Air Devot. ‘This ‘float, “hich vas. constructed at Duncan Field, was in 
the form of a Cornucorvia, itn three miniature airnlanes mounted in front, sym- 
polizing the function of the Trainin; Center and the Devot in the Air Cords 
scheme, and vas covered. vith blue, white and yellow artificial flovers. The 
float vas occunxied by Mrs. L.H. Rodieck, wife of Lieut. Rodieck of Brooks 
Field, portraying the Goddess of Plenty, with her attendants, the little Misses 
Barbara Lahn, daughter of General Lahm, and Joan Cannon, daughter of Lieutenant 
Caunon of Kelly Field. ‘The entire effect a .ezred to elicit mumerous ex>res- 
sions of adiniration along the line of the »arade. 

---000--- 


AIR CORPS INSTRUCTOR FLIES TO THE. MEXICAN CAPITAL 


Lieut. James 3..Carroll, Air Corss, Regular Army Tnetenntor with the 115th 
Observation Squadron, California National Guard, Griffith Park, Los Angeles, 
recently comleted avery interesting tri» via air to Mexico City and return. 
On three weelzs' leave, Lieut. Carroll sxent considerable time in a S-passenger 
cabin J-6 Travelair, together with Frank Muller, ovmer of the ~>lane; Roy Minor, 
pilot, and Ross Cunningham. 

Lieut. Carroll revorts that he found the vea.her good, landing fields 
fair, service excellent and the soda .0) terrible. On the first day the »arty 
made Nogales and- stayed overnight at Cannanea, the second night at Ios Mochis, 
the third night at Mazatlan, where the natives were so hos »itable that the 
visitors stonned there f:r five days, after which they ‘ere able to make 
Mexico, City. After four days svent at the 7,000 ft. City, they took off again, 
returning for the first night's stov at Cannanea, via ieizatlan., The return 
triv vas completed Wes second day. 

---000~-— 


MUSKOGZE COMPLETIS MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 


On May 26th Muskogee's recently completed Mu:itci nal Airoort: is to’ be’ dedi- 
cated in one of the largest ceremonies of the kind ever staged im the Sottthwes st. 
The Hon. Patrick J. Hurley, Secretary of War, .an Oklahoman,: is exected to be, 
»resent anc to be the »rinci>al speaker at. the dedication ceremony. 

A yvoroximately 200 airrlenes have becit sromised. for the-event, includin; 
both army and comnercial shivs.. Prizes. are to be offered in’ ‘consetition among 
service and >rivate »ilots. 4 

Hatvox Field, the »ioneer aviation field in Klehoini ta vridely known 
throughout the aviation world and is’on the Army's north+south and east-west 
transcontinental route. Since 1922 Army fliers have been landing at the field. 


soutien: ° 
Tit AGAIN, ‘our AGAIN, IN AGAIN... .. BGAN. 


When the Fifth Suduen moved: into. their. nev barracl cs at ititchel Field, 
there was.a great demand.for shrubs aiid trees with vihich- ‘to beautify the imme- 
diate lendscaype. Cantain "Eadie" Hous e started scratching his cranium 
vigorously. 

The deep, dark secret vas finally divulged that Liewt. Jack Egan had talcen 
a corres,ondence course:from the Davey Tree Sur eons, and ‘wes undoubtedly the 
man for the job... gan was oromtly “mt on the scent of ne shrubs, and after a 
day of scouting around he revorted that the only suitable: trees’ vere those in 
front. of headquarters... This statement recalled to Cantain House. ‘that. sometime 
in the past he had been told that those very trees and shrubs vere at his dis- 
posal should he ever care-to make use of them.” 

So the next- morning, armed.'to the teeth with -yicks and shovels, Egan and 
his gang began their upheaval’ of the Headquarter foliage.’ The ‘ork’ vent on 


neacefully omen until all but one of the desired bits of greenery had been 
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urrooted and. trans xlanted around the nev barracks. Then a storm cloud broke 
with the entrance of Colonel Howard on the scene. "Who is this infidel who hag 
uprooted everything which has stood for lav and order?" he queried - mildly? 
Enter Jack Egan, -yiclc over his shoulder and blissfully whistling a voodman's 
ditty. "Sir, I done it, vith my little axe." ; 

The process was then reverseC-and every tree and shrub vas restored to its 
original plot in front of Headquarters. The Fifth Squadron's ~»romenade again 
became barren. "Caught in the act and sentenced to life," ex rlained a late ners 
bulletin, ~---000--- 


MMUNICATIONS COURSE STUDENTS PERFORM MANY RADIO MISSIONS | 


The 1920-1950 resular army officers - class in adiaticntatine at the Air 
Corps Technical School at Chanute Field, Rantoul, I1l., consisting of five 
officers - Lieutenants George H. Spyarhawk, Robert L. Schoenlein, Lindsay UM. 
Bavsel, Donald R. lyon and Roland 0.S. Akre, entered the »hase of their course 
on Airslane Installation anc Operation of Radio Sets on Avril 7th, and from 
that date uw» to and including Avril llth have florm''2l successful tvo-vay radio 
missions in the to thrideuins (ty es O2-C and 0-11) assigned the Devartment. of 
Communications. 

Intershone systems between -ilot and chiaiaiesiine are installed in each of 
the airnlanes, enabling either vilot.or observer to handle-the communications 
between ground and airslane. With five student officers in the class, and two. 
airplanes and a ground station (SCR-122) available, a roster is maintained — 
alternating the student officer assignments between pilot, observer and ground 
station operator. . 

---000~-~— 


FLY TOGETHER IN SAME PLANE AFTSR LAPSE OF TWEATY YEARS 


Pioneering days in Army aviation were called during the’course of the 
Exercises conducted by the Army Air Corns at Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif.,, 
when Majors Henry H. Arnold and Thomas DeWitt Milling flev together in a 
mlane for the first time in nearly twenty years. EBack in 1911 both of these 
officers, then second lieutenants, Arnold from the Infantry and }illing from 
the Cavalry, were detailed to the Signal Corjs, and in Aoril- of that year were 
ordered to Dayton, Chio, to undergo a course of instruction in overating the 
Wright biplane. 

Majors Arnold and willing ‘received their flying instruction under one of 
the pioneer Wright flyers, and whenever they took a lesson they had to wend 
their way to the large barn.at Sims Station, now the site of the Fairfield, 0., 
Air De»ot, which housed several of the early Wright machines. These flying. 
lessons were usually given just before sunrise or sunset, when air and wind 
conditions were most favorable. The very low ower of the’ earl; Wright bi»lane 
made flying in a strong tind somevhat hazardous, varticularly so vith a begin- 
ner handling the ‘controls. , 

After the completion of their flying instruction at Dayton, the two young 
Army aviators were assigned to duty at the Signal Corxs Aviation School at 
College Parl:, Md., the @overnment having leased a thousand-acre tract of land 
at that »lace for use as a flying training school. 

"We certainly enjoyed our first flight together since those early days of 
cloud pushing," said Major Milling, as he and Major Arnold stexed out of their 
fast Observation »lane in which they had made their reunion flight. As I sat 
looking at Major Arnold's. familiar back, I: thought of the great flow of aviation 
development that had taken place since 1911. The Army »lane we used today has 
a 500 torsexover motor, can. cruise 650 miles end has a high speed of 156 miles 
an hour. Contrast this with the »lanes of 20 years ago which had 24 horse ower 
engines and which could fly.for only. two,.and a half hours at the rate of. 40 
miles an hour with’ the motor. “wide open. How times have changed! 

A reminiscent look crept into Major:Arnold's eyes as he said: "Yes, I | 
thought of that too and then, when I noticed that wunch of wursuit vilots flying 
in tight formation over on our left, it occurred to me that those fellows won . 
their wings after one full year of intensive training - 365 days of hard, gruel- 
ling work. In our 'Cadet' days, ~ilots were made in minutes, not hours. Major 
Milling has the distinction of winning his rating in one hour and 50 minutes. 

I had two hours and 20 mimtes." 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS PHOTOGRAPHED 


The Denartment of Photogranhy of the Air Corns Technical School, Chamte 
Field, Rantoul, I1l., recently made tri-lens -hotogra.hs of av .roximately 
1,000 scuare miles of quadrangles in the State of Illinois for the United 
States Geological Survey. ‘This valuable coonerative work, which will effect 
an enormous saving in time and money to the Government and the State of 
Illinois, was completed in connection with the shotograyhic student officers! 
training work. A total of 2,500 sovare of miles will be ~>hotograshed under 
this arrangement by June Ist if good weather is exnerienced. All -yhotogravhic 
material used for this work is being revlaced by the United States Geological 
Survey. 

Lieuts. Sory anc Stowell, students of the Photogranhic School, recently 
flew a tvo-strip mosaic of the Chicago vaterfront from the Indiana line to 
Wilmette, Illinois, a distance of aysroximately 30 miles. A number of at- 
tempts were made this spring to »~hotograzh this area, which for »robably 364 
days in the year is covered by dense smoke or clouds. When comleted, this 
mosaic will be a»oroximately 30 feet long and four feet wide. It will be used 
as an exhibit at the Army Relief Show which is to be held at Soldier Field in 
Chicago in June. 

-+-000~-- 


ARMY FLYERS ESCORT TRANSCONTINENTAL GLIDER FLYER 


A three-shin formation, composed of air»lanes from the 99th and 5th 
Squadrons, Mitchel Field, i.Y., escorted Captain Harks and his vermillion 
colored Texaco glider into Van Cortlandt Park on Avril 6th, thus adding a 
finishing touch to his evochal flight across the continent. Lieut.-Colonel 
Brant, of Mitchel Field, and Major Krogstadt, the Corns Area Air Officer, 
formed a wart of the Mayor's recention committee for Captain Hawks. — 

As a return favor, Cantain Haviss brought his glider out to Mitchel Field 
and said: "All right, boys, try her out!" Colonel Brant vas the first to be 
hoisted off the ground, and was followed by Hez “icClellan and Lorry Tyndall. 
The glider vas pulled off the ground by hand, which made sustained flight .a 
difficult feat. Desnite this handican, however, Tndall succeeded in smashing 
all existing records for Mitchel Field by. staying uy sixteen and one-half...... 
seconds. 

---000--- 


LARGE CLASS TO GRADUATE FROM ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


The June graduating class at the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, romises to number exactly one hundred strong, comrising 16 officers 
of the Regular Army, one foreign ‘officer (Columbia), 82 flying cadets, and 
one staff sergeant. The flying cadets are now submitting their annlications 
for extended active duty with tactical units of the Air Corps. A total of 
63 have submitted such apolications, which is a dron of ten vercent in the 
number requesting active duty as conmared with the February class. , 

aerial Dien 


LIBERTY ENGINES APPARZITLY DISLIKE THE PHILIPPINE CLIMATE 


The 2nd Observation Squadron stationed at Nichols Field, Rizal, P.I., 
ex.erienced some hard luck with its Liberty engines installed in 02-H Observa- 
tion planes lately. Licut. Backes, while flying a machine gun mission recent- 
ly, was forced dowm at Nichols Field with a throvm connecting red: The next 
day, while flying a mission in cooperation with the Navy, Lieut. Kennedy vas 
forced down in Manila Bey with a: balky engine. The plane sank in 150 feet of 
vater. In another flight several days later, Lieut. Backes was forced down 
again with engine trouble while testing machine guns, This time he could not 
reach the field and was compelled to land in the water about five miles south 
of the field. The vater where he landed was only about three feet deep and 
the plane may be salvaged, 

The only injuries in any of these forced landings was suffered by Private 
Brovm who was with Lieut. Kennedy. He had his wind knocked out when his safety 


belt broke and he struck the windshield with his stomach. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS ‘AFFECTING ATR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: 

Major Herold A. Streuss, Felly Field, Texas, to Erools Field, “Texas, not 
later than July 1, 1950, fox »rimary flying training. 

Major Thomas J. Hanley, woon conmletion of resent course of instruction 
at Command end General Staff School, Fort Leavenvorth, Kansas, to Air Cor s 
Training Center, Duncen Field, Texas. 

Cantain William B. Wright, Jr., Kelly Field, to duty vith Organized 
Reserves, 7th Corns Area, Kensas City, Mo., vice lst Lieut. Isaiah Davies, 
ordered to duty in Office of Chief of Air Cor»s, Washington. 

Cantain Josevh L. Stromme, won completion of »resent course of instruc- 
tion at Harvard School of Business Administration, © Canbridge, Mass., to 
Buffalo, N.Y., for duty as Air Corns Frocurement Planning Re»resentative. 

Cantain Christopher W. Ford from duty with Organized Reserves, lst Cors 
Area, Boston, Mass., to Air Cor»os Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas. 

Upon comoletion of tour of duty in Panama, Cartain Samuel C. Skemp to 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, I11.; lst Lieuts. Robert 7. Cronau and Glen C. Jamison 
to Langley Field, Va.3; lst Lieut. Don 7. Mayhue to Fort Crockett, Texas; end 
Lieut. John N. Jones and lst Lieut. Edvard D. Jones to Air Corjs Training 
Center, Duncan Field, Texas. 

Cantain Cherles A. Pursley to Air Coros Tactical School. Langley Field, 
Va., for duty as student. Frévious orders in his case revoked. | 

Assignment of Cantain Thomas W.. Hastey, Office Chief of Air Corns, to 
Air Corss Tactical School, Langley Fiel ad, Va., revoked. 

lst Lieut. LeRoy A. Walthall, Crissy Field, to duty with Organized 
Reserves, 9th Corss Area, San Francisco, Calif. 

lst Lieut. Graham M. St. John, Kelly Field, to duty with Organized Re- 
serves, 7th Cords Area, Minnea olis, Minn., relieving ist Lieut. Wm. C. Farnun, 
ordered July 1, 1930, to Merch Field, Calif., for »rimary flying training. 

Upon comletion course of instruction at Air Corys Tactical School, 
Langley Field, Va., 1st Lieut. James T. Curry , ore, to revort to Commandant 
of that School for duty. 

lst Lieut. Clayton L. Bissell, Instructor at Air Cor xs Tactical School, 
Langley Field, to Air Cords Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas. abl 

lst Lieut. John S. Griffith, Kelly Field, to Selfridge Field, Mich. 

lst Lieut. Kenneth Gavrett, March Field, Calif., to duty with Organized 
Reserves, Stn Corns Area, Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana. 

Upon com letion of tour of duty in Havaiian Devartment, Cartain Raymond 
E. O'Neill to lst Balloon Comumany, Fort Sill, Ollahoma; Ist Lieut. James F.J. 
Earley to March Field, Calif.; 1st Lieut. Rarmond E, Culbertson to Selfridge 
Field, iiich.; lst Lieut. Angier H. Foster to Fort Crockett, Texas; ist Lieut. 
George V. McPike to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

Assignment of 1st Lieut. Purnie R. Dallas, Rocl:well Field, ‘for duty as 
student at Air Corss Tactical School, revoked. ; 

lst Lieut. Odas Moon, Rock: fell Field, Calif., to Air Cors Tactical 
School, Langley Field, Va.', for cuty as student. 

lst Lieut. James T. Hutchison, uoon comoletion of tour of duty in Havaii, 
to Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Celif. 

ea. Tieut. Russell E. Randall, Brooks Field, to duty at the United States 
Militac; academy, West Point, N.Y. : 

enc Lieut. Waldine W. Messmore, Chanute Field, I1ll., to Maxwell Field,Ala. 
Detailec to the Air Corns, anc. to Primary ase School, Erooks Field, Texas, 

not later than July 1, 1930, for training: 
aad Lieut. Hoy H. Guert’er, Cavalry. 
2nd Lieut. William F. McKee, Coast Artillery Corss. 

Captain Albert L. Lane, Corps of Engineers. 

Relievec from detail to the Air Cors; 

Major Hollis LeR. Muller to the 13th Coast Artillery, Ft. Barrancas, Fla. 

end Lieut. Wayne J. Dunn to 12th Cavalry, Fort Browa, Texas. . 

2nd Lieut. Robert T. Frederick, to 16th Coast Artillery, Ft.Barrancas,Fla.. 
end Lieut. Thomas R. Horton to the llth Infantry, Ft. Benjamin Harrison, ~ 
Indiana. ; Nig 

end Lieut. Alvin G. Viney to the 6th Engineers, Fort Lawton, Wash. 

end Lieut. John 0. Williams to 2nd Division, Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

end Lieut. Hervert-:J. Van der Heide, Infantry, to 30th Infantry, Presidio 
of San. Francisco, Calif. 
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Relieved from detail to the Air Corns (Cont'd) 
2nd Li-ut. Charles G. Calloway to the Gend Coast Artillery, Fort 
Totten, New York. © 
end Lieut. Iuster A. Vickrey to 18th Field Artillery, Fort Sill, Okla. 
_ end Lieut. Edwin G. Griffith to 13th Coast Artillery, Ft.Barrancas, Fla. 





‘ Transferred to the Air Corps: 





-lst Lt. Oscar L. Beal Infantry Rank from June 3, 1927. 


lst Lt. Richard E. Nugent, Infantry June 25,°1929. 
end Lt. John H. McCormick, Signal Corps ‘June 12,°1925. 
2nd Lt. Leon W. Johnson, Infantry June 12, 1926. 
end. Lt. John M. Sterling Field Artillery ~ dune 14, 1927. 
end Lt. Karl G.E..Gimnler, Field Artillery - + June’ 9,°1928. 
2nd Lt. Maurice C. Bisson Infantry ‘June: 9;,.1928, 
2nd Lt. Donald W, Titus, Infantry June.9, 1928. 
end Lt.. Emmett O'Donnell,Jr., Infantry ; June °9, 1928. 
end Lt. Truman H. Landon, Coast Artillery June.-.9, 1928. 
2nd Lt. John W. Kirby Infantry . . June 14,-1927. 
end Lt. Charles B. Stone, Infantry -June 14 


; ; 1927. 

Reserve Officers ordered to extended active duty: ale 
From July 2, 1930 to December 31, 1930.::: |. 

2nd Lieut. Ferdinand Eble, Jr., Washington D.C., to Mit chel Field, N.Y. 

2nd Lieut. Wm. Christy Bryan, Jr., Ft. Worth, Texas, to Post Field, Okla. 

2nd Lieut. Richard J. French, Patsburg, Ala., to Maxwell Field,.Ala.. | 

end Lieut. Grosvenor R. Paine, Brownsville, Tex., to Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 

end Lieut. Mitchell P. Borden, New Orleans, Ia., to Maxwell Field, Ala. 

end Lieut. Bayard B. Borden, New Orleans, La., to Maxwell Field, Ala. . 








2nd Lieut. John §. Blanchard to France Field, Panama Canal Zone, 


2nd Lieut. William H. Thomas, Elwood City, Pa., to Mitchel Field, N.Y. ... 

| ke From May 14, 1930, to May 14, 1931. . ; 
end Lieut. Raymond Bradford Hurst, Seattle, Wash., to Crissy Field, Calif. 
end Lieut. George Oscar Bond, Hyannis, Mass., to Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

2nd Lieut. Erling A. Strand, Eugene, Oregon, to Rockwell Field, Calif., 
June 50 to December 27, 1930. 

end Lieut. Edmund L. Burke, Hempstead, L.I., to Mitchel Field, :N.Y., 





“May 1, 1930 to April 30, 1931. 


lst Lieut. Norfleet -G. Bone, Dallas, Texas, to Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 
May 23 to November 21, 1930. gee 

2nd Lieut. Gerard F.. Mulligan, Dorchester, Mass., to Mitchel Field, N.Y., 
to March 14, 1931. Sus Shai : 

end Lieut. Dan McGrew Medler,.Seattle, Wash., to Rockwell Field,Calif., 


_ Jane 29 to December 27, 1930. 


2nd Lieut. Thomas J. Parkes, Corsicana, Toxas, to Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas, June 2.to November 30, 19350. . 
Promotions 2nd Lieut. Carl J. Crane to lst Lieut., rank from March 28,1950. 
i. --~000--= 


WHOLESALE CATERPILLAR CLUB INITIATION 


Resvecting the rather unusual incident of six men making emergency para- 
chute jwaps simultaneously from a disabled Transxort »lane, mentioned elsewhere 
in this issue, it was learned that the men >articinating in this wholesale ini- 
tiation into the Cater »illar Club on May 2nd were Sergeant C.A. Davis and Pvt. 
John Koziak,' 11th Bombardment Group; Corp. W.L. Green, Pvts. Tony Wasilevich, 
Roy Stokes and John Loclwod, 95th Pursuit Squadron, Rockwell Field, Calif. 

When one of the propellers of the tri-motored Army Fokker Transport broke, 
these six men "bailed out" in rapid succession, five going through the side 
door of the plane and Private Lockvood through the trap door. In doing so the 


_latter skinned His nose. Corp. Green strained his neck when his chute snanped 


open and Sgt. Davis was slightly burned by the »narachute harness. Lieut. W.A. 
well, Air Corps, piloting the Trans>ort. from March to Mather Field, stated: 
"Everything was going smoothly until we neared Fresno. Suddenly, what I 


at first thought was the left >roneller, broke off. I throttled down’ the 


motors from left to right, but by the time I discovered that the right. »ropel- 
ler was gone the right motor had virtzally torn itself to »xieces and the plane 


“Was jumping badly.. I saw that a forced landing in:a vineyard was coming and 


told Sergeant Arthur, who was in t.e milot's cockvit with me, to tell the other 


-. Men to jump... Arthur onened the dour to yell.to them, but.they had alread 


‘Sensed what was coming and the last man was just disa:mearing out of the door. 
I then told Arthur to jum, too, as we were due to crash. ‘Arthur said 'No,' 


and stood by. I tried for an onensvace' in the vineyard, but couldn't quite 


Stretch the glide to make it, and we ~iled u»-in the vineyard. I don't under- 
Stand why something didn't hit us in the facé;, things were certainly flying 
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SECOND BOLBARDIGNT ‘@tcuP: eter hoi 


Tn common vith the other Grouns.of the Provisional. Wing which had been 
carrying: on the Air Cords Field Exércises- at Mather: Field, Sacramento, Calif, 
the Second Bombardizeit Grows hat on their demonstration at the United Airvort. 
at Burbank, Calif., for the tenefit of the 2e0D1le OF ‘Los Angeles and Vicinity, 
A formation of bombers flew a night mission over the cities around Los Angeles, 
and in the leading bomber was none ) ther than Will Rogers himself as honor 
passenger, . 

On Sunday, Aoril 27th, the Grow). nartici- rated in the last aerial review o 
the Provisional Wing at Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif. , -unon the completion 
of which the Wing was disbanded and ~lans were made:for the long tri» home ty 
Langley ‘Field, Va. 

All but two of the Curtiss B-2 Bombers: fiiaiataiain’) vere left at Rockwell 
Field for transfer to the 7th Bombardment Group there, most of the -vilots 
of these planes returning home by rail.. The remaining two B-2's and ‘eleven 
Keystone’ LE-7's. started Wednesday morning, April SOth, with their noses >oint. 
ing East and their motors humming the tune " seat me Back: to OL! Virginny," 

The itinerary of the Group was as follows:- 

lst Day -- San. Diez > «-Tacson - El Paso. 

end Day -- EL Paso = Post Field, Okla. - Kansa’s City, Mo. 

Sra Day -~' Kansas City - Scott Field, Ill. - Fairfield, Ohio. — 

4th Day ---- Fairfield - Langley Field, Va. ae ao 

The flying ‘time 2ror’ the West to the Hast Coast was 28 wins and 20 mih- 
utes - a new: transcontinental. flight record for the Second Bombardment ‘Grduy, 
since it eclipsed by one and one-half. hours the time made by this Orgaitization 
in the day and night flight from Langley Field to the West. Coast in August vf 
last year, at which time the Grou» made a record for the movement of a forma- 
tion of military air vlanes from one coast to the. other.. 

fd on Pest ’ ---000--—" : 


AND NOW WE HAVE THE FLYING BOG 


While the Secoud Bombardment Group wes on. the West Coast participating in 
the Air Corss Field Exercises at Mather Field, it staged an aerial demonstra- 
tion at Mills Field, San Francisco, Calif., early ia April. ‘At that. time an 
admirer of the Group presented it with a fine little six weeks old Ifish 
terrier. The pup soon became the Group mascot, traveling’in one ‘lane ‘the 
entire trip.iback -to Langley Field, Va. Upon landing at fields euroute to the 
home field, the »uy would mm about and renew-old acquaintances with ‘the other 
pilots and mechanics of -the Grou until the motors of, his’ »ylane were started, 
whereupon it would rua over to its ow ;lane, sAapERESS ing. it in some niyeterion 
manner, and beg to be taken aboard. 

Personnel not engaged in starting motors vould take their cue to climb: 
aboard.the. planes from the actions of the Grows.mascot. When the members of tht 
Group saw the pup head for its plane, they knew it was time to be going and thy 
headed for their ovm planes, - 
---000--— 


ATMUAL MACEINS GUN AND BOMBING MATCHES: 


The annual Machine Gun and Bombing Matches of the Army Air Coros will be 
held at Lengley Field, Va., starting. Monday, ‘September Ist next. 

The narticinvants will include one team from. each Pursuit, Fombardment, 
Attack and Observation Squadron in’the United States and the Panama Canal Dept; 
not to exceed four teams from the Air Corns Training Center; not to exceed five 
teams from the Air Corys at Large; not to exceed five teems from the National 
Guard Air Corps; such teams es may be designated by the Secretary of the Navy, 
the personnel to be selected from the Naval Air Service and the Marine Corps 
Air Service; one team (Observation, Attack, Bombardment or Pursuit). from the 
Air Corns Tactical School, Jansley Field, Va.; Two teams. (Observation, Attack, 
Pombardment or Pursuit) from Wright Field, Deyton, Ohio; Two teams (Observa.tiou 
Attack or Pursuit) from Office of. the Chief af the Air Corns and Bolling Field 

Training Regulations 440-40 ' i11 govern those who are qualified to vartich 
pate in these Matches. 





The Secretary of War recently addressed a ‘Reeber to the Secretary of the 
Navy exoressing the hope that it will. be ‘possible. for aes samara peer the Nat 


and Marine Corns to enter these matches. 
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E DEATH OF A POPULAR YOUNG AIR CORPS OFFICER ¥y 





The airzlane collision at Iengley Field, Va., on May 8th which, unfortu- 
nately, resulted in the death of lst Lieut. Robert J. From, Jr., de»orived the 
Air Corps of a vory efficient anda extremely valuable officer. Eis record was 

a most exceptional: one, marked as it was by unswerving devotion to duty, loyal- 
ty, energy, unusual ability, broad vision and »wainstaking effort. He »ossessed 

a most pleasing personality and his wreerane courtesy and gentlemanly quali- 

ties won him a legion of friends. 

Lieut. Browm was. born on August 31, 1895, at Beverly, Mass. He was a stu- 
dent at Yale, Class of 1918, but left before graduation to enlist in the 
Aviation Section, Signal Mnlisted Reserve Corps. After completing his ground 
school training at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass.., 
he received his flying training at Wiltur Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, and 
Ellington Field, Houston, Texas, and was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant on 
Jamary 18, 1918. Assigned to duty at Ellington Field, he »erformed valuable 
services as an instructcr in night bombing and raiding and later as Officer in 
Charge of Flying Training. Because of his very res»vonsible duties and the ef- 
ficient manner in which he performed them, he was reveatedly recommended for 
yromotion. On August 21, 1918, he was promoted to lst Lieutenant, .which rank 
he retained when he was commissioned in the Air Corus,: Regular Army, in 
July, 1920. 

In August, 1919, Lieut. Brorm was assigned to the Training and. Operations 
Division in the Office of the Chief of the Air Cords, Washington, and the ex- 
certional manner in which he performed the many difficult and very important 
functions assigned to him won the raise and high commendation of his suner- 
iors. As Chairman of the Around-the-Vorld Flight Committee, he personally 
worked out many of the details of that most notable Air Corns achievement. 

Uoon the exsiration of his four-year detail in Washington, Lieut. Brown was - 
assigned to duty with the Organized Reserves of the First Coros Area, with sta- 
tion at the- Boston Airvort. This detail was followed: by a tour of duty for ~ 
three years in the Hawaiian Derartment, and: unon his return to the United States 
he was assigned to duty.as a student at the Air Corps Tactical School, Langley 
Field, Va. 

The untimely death of this beloved Air Corxs officer left a host of sorrow-: 
ing friends, and our most sincere symathy is extended to his bereaved family. 

Funeral services were held at Arlington oie on the morning of April 
leth. In addition to the vallbearers and other Air Corns officers from Langley 
Field and Washington who assembled there to nay their resvects, there were the 
Siamese iinister to this country with Cantain Deves (a Siamese officer-student 
at the Tactical School) and Assistant Secretary of War F. Trubee Davison, a 
former classmate and a brother of Lieut. Brown's at Yale University. 
~--000--- 


"THE FIREFLIES" 


One of — nost eneneten features of the Army Air Corps activities on . 
the West Coast during Avril vas the flight of three. illuminated Curtiss Falcon 
Observation (0-1-E): 7jlanes known as the "Fireflies." Beneath the lower wings 
and dovm the’ fuselage and across the horizontal stabilizers were strung a line 
of red, white and biue automobile tail lamps, alternately placed. Each color 
was controlled by a switch in the »vilot's cocksit, »laced on the right side of 
the instrument board. ; 

Several flights were made, two from Mather Field and one from the United | 
Airsort at Burbank, Calif. On one flight from Mather Field the formation spent 
two and. one-half hours in the air and covered all toms and cities included 
within the quadrang vlé -of Sacramento, Petaluma, San Francisco, Stockton and 
Sacramento, even in the face of blankets of fog over San Pablo Pay and bad ground 
haze at several other »voints. 

Flying a close formation, the two flank »silots could see the leading .ilot's 
hand reach for a certain switch,-as he kept on ‘his cockoit light, thus waking his 
movements discernible to the two other ‘pilots. Being thus orevared for a. change 


-in: colors, the whole formation sr witched on and off each color in rotation with 


verfect synchronization. ‘The nornal formation flow was the usual V-type one, 


alternated at times with.the three pla nes abreast, at which time one plane showed 
red, the middle one white and the other blue, 


The three "Fireflies" ‘were Captain H.M.. McClelland, Lieuts. Roland Birnn 
and v. A. i. meneetenth. at 
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Nichols Field, Rizal, P.I., April 3rd: 








AGts Sexvioa fou? tong apt. Charles A, Pursley, relieved as.C.0., is tg. 
ing advantage of detached lesen at Cem John Hay for a short period after 
which he will travel in China ond Japen. Capt. W.0. Butler assumed command of 
the 66th. ; 

Lieut. Charles Douglas leaves on the lst for a 30-day course at the Cocks 
and Bakers Schocl, Fort McKinley. 

Among those who left the squadron on the last transport were Staff Szts, 
Cathie, Kidd, Lindsey and Morris. Famous last words were,"I'11 be back", 

The regular "Short-Timers" Dinner was held on March 2d, and again tho Moss 
Sergeant and his steff put on a feed fit for a king. 

2d Observation Squadron: Progross is being made in the erection of our 
long anticivated mess hall and barracks. The foundation is finished and the 
superstructure is veing raised. 

Our Athictic Officer, Lieut. Yeager, won another trophy when he mistook 
the field for a »ond and landed an Amphibian with the wheels up. Nothing was 
damaged, however, and the "Dumb- bell" Prize, is sagely stored among his Souven- 
irs. 





Our squadron was strengthened by the arrival of 23.men.on the March ‘trans 
pert, including Tech.Set. Riley, Staff Set. Wilcox, Sgts. Craft and Sparling, 
These men now fill the vacancies caused by the departure of men returning to 
the U.S. 

The 2d is still engaged in the annual aerial gunnery. ‘The low altitude 
bombing is finished, with Lieut. Kennedy coming from behind to make the high 
record score of 218. Lieut. Shea was a close second with 216. 

‘Tail wheels were installed on the 02=H airplanes during the menth. Lieut, 
Kelly tested the first one installed and had nearly the whole field for an 
audience While dcing so. 

Nine planes from this squadron welcomed the transport "Grant" on. the 3d, 
Our new C.0., Majer Henry W. Harms, was abcard. 

28th Bembarcment Sguadren: . The arrival, of the het seascn brings ‘ie usual 

exedus of persennel te Camp John Hay. 

Our basketball team, having won the Post championship and cup for the past 
two years, we see ne reason why we shculd net. continue our march to victory. 








Scott Field, Belleville, I1l., April 2lsts: 


Camera Obscura training preparatory to bombing, and bombing practice has 
again been incorporated in the daily schedule of activities. It is expected 
that a high percentage of pilets will be qualified this season as expert bombers, 

Capt. Hal C. Head, Chaplains Ceros, departed this week to join his new 
Station at Fort Slocum, New York. 

The enthusiasm displayed by:the members of the different companies which 
turned out for the first baseball practice of the season indicates that the 
competition will be strong in the inter-comoany league and that .a good. Post 
team will be developed, 


Luke Field, T.H., April 14th: 





Seven of the men who completed the ccurse for flying cadets at Kelly Ficld, 
Texas, :and were given Reserve Commissions in the Air Corps Reserve, arrived on 
the March 21st beat for one vear's active duty. Four of these officers special- 
ized in Bombardment Aviation during the last four months of their training and 
were asSisned te Bombardment Squadrons. They are 2nd Lieuts. Tallmadge Leslic 
Boyd of Washington, D.C.; Joseph Bymum Stonley, Jr., of Memphis, Tonn.$ Jom 
Eubert Davies of Oakland, Calif.; and Thecdore Bernard Anderson of Hammond, Orcg. 
The others ‘Specialized in Observation Aviation and were assigned to Observation 
Squadrons, These include 2nd Lieuts. James McXinzie Thompson of Groesbeck, 
Texas, Edward Rawlins of Tracy, Minn., and Ivan Morris Atterbury, of Orégon. 
2) * Lieut. James C. Shively returned to the mainland on April 1st and, after 
taking advantage of a leave of absence, will report to Langley Field for duty. 
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Lieut. Laird left on the "Canbrai", April lst, for duty as an Observer 
during the Air Corps maneuvers in California. On his return he will give talks 
on the maneuvers for the venefit of Air Cerps personnel here. It is believed 
that the extensive maneuvers on the Coast may reveal information on operations 
end tactics that will be of value in the training of local Air Corps units. 

The Inter-Squadron Bascball Leagve is develoning many new players who will 
be seen later in the year in Sector-Nevy competition. At oresent the Sixty- 
Fifth Squadron is leading, but the Fourth is close behind and may cause them 
considerable trouble and worry before the scason is over. Although the Luke 
Field entry in Sector-Navy commetition last year encountered tough lick when 
Moses was killed in July, and later when Tarpley broke his ankle at Shafter, 
they fought risit through te the end cf the season. Several of the older men, 
who have made Luke Field feared by all the cther teams of the Sector, returned 
to the mainland fer duty, but the vacant places on the team are sure to be 
capably filled. 





43d Division Air Service, Connecticut National Guard: 


Last week Major Iuke Christopher hopped from Washington to inject a little 
ginger into the N.A.A., of which he is chairman of the Contest Committee. for 
the same puroose from New York came Hon. William P. MacCracken, formerly Ass't 
Secretary of Commerce for Acronautics. <A formation of three ships met him at 
Bridgeport and escorted him to Hartford. Governor Trumbull, the only extant 
flying Executive, and General Ladd, our former C.0., were also present. 

Capt. Harry Generous and Sgt. Leo Demijan flew to Detroit to attend the 
Aircraft Show, April 4th to 9th. 

So many hich class men are desirous of enlisting that a special recruit 
class was formed. This class meets every week under the watchful eye of a 
drill sergeant. As fast as a vacancy occurs, one of the men of this class is 
enlisted. At the same time, if any of this class does not show real stuff, 
he is dropped, and thus what might have become dead wood is kept out of the 
Squadron. 


Bolling Field, Anacostia, D.C., May 2nds 





Recent assignments to Bolling Field include Ist Lieut. C.W. Cousland, 
transferred from Ft. Sill, Okla., and lst Lieut. C.H. Welch, transferred from 
the Canal Zone. 

Maj. H.C. Davidson departed on leave of absence on April 10th for a tour 
of Turkey and the Near East. During his absence, the Post is commanded by 


ot ed 


Capt. Ernest Clark. 


On April 7th, « fire of unimown origin broke out in the Parachute Hut 
about 4:45 P.M., rapidly spreading to Hangar 4 and destroying both buildings. 
A strong Wind was blowing at the time and only the prompt and efficient work 
ef the Dictrict Fire Department and Pest personnel prevented the fire from 
Spreading to cther nearby buildings. 

The Posi baseball team is rapidly rounding into shape under the able guid~ 
ance of Lieut. Cousland, former West Point first string catcher. 

Among those who have returned from the Air Corps Maneuvers at Mather Field 
Calif., ares: Col. Culver, G.S., Air Corps; Lieuts. Merrick, Robertson and 
Birnn With Major Griswold, G.S., as passenger. 

Lieut. Whitten and M.Sgt. Peterson, of the Inspection Division, returned 
from an insyection tcur of the west and southwest on April 25th. 

Staff Sgt. Kerr, Chief Clerk in the Operations Office for the last two 
years is leaving on the May transport for station in the Philippines. Best 
wishes, Sergeant, for a pleasant voyage. 


40th Division Aviation,Calif. Nat'l Guard,Griffith Park, Los Angeles, Calif.: 





Lieuts. Noe and Wallen of this Squadron, were recent guests of Col. Orr, 
the flying Colenel of the 40th Division Staff. Col. Orr has a beautiful home 
near the Alameda, Calif. Airport. The estate in the rear of the house is beau- 
tifully landscaped in lawn, shrubs and flowers, and a Winding trail leads to 
a most unique cabin which the Cclonel has named "The Hangar". This is fitted 
up very comfortably with a large fireplace, brick floor, couches, easy chairs, 
end the walls are covered with pictures and trophies the Colonel brought back 
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from France. Ccl. Orr has extended a hearty invitation to the officers of the 
40th Division Aviation tc visit him and make the Hangar their headquarters ans 
time they are in the Bay region. Lieuts. Noe and Wallen, who enjoved themselves 
Otherwise, give this. warning, however,— "Beware the Dog". 

Maj. Jefrers, Cormanding, recently appeared before a special meeting of 
the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisers and went into a nuddle with the 
Fathers regarding the matter of a series of projected Ccunty airports in this 
vicinity. The Majer was well fortified with a ccnolete file of aerial sketches 
and reports cn these sites, the information having been gathered and compiled 
by the members cf the Squadron. A »ublic revort of the findings of the Board 
has not beon released. 

On a recent Monday night Grill pericd, the Communications Section of the 
115th Observation, under the conmand of Lieut. Miller, was in short wave com 
munication with the Commnicaticns of the 160th Infantry, Calif. Nat'l Guard, 
during their drill period at the Los Anzeles Armory. The information exchanged 
is said to be a deep military secret. 

Two of the cfficers of this Squadron were added to the pilot staff of 
Western Air Exoress, - Capt. Sherwood and Lieut. Chappellet. Lieut. Allan 
Barrie, our Operations Officer, is also with ‘lesterri Air. 

Our field at Griffith Park, thanks to plentiful spring rains, now presents 
a levely, green, smooth appearance, - apparently the perfect landing field. 
The Air Corns Previsional. Wing, which operated at Mather Field, Sacramento, was 
scheduled to visit Los Angeles on or about April 26th to demonstrate to the 
local taxoayers that Uncle Sam really has an Air Service. The operations here 
are to be based at Bocing's United Airport, at Burbank, near our field. We 
are all praying that the pilots of the Pursuit and Bombing hail from Missovri, 
as our luxuriant carnet of green grass conceals several bad holes and ditches 
which are marked, but not too apparent to a strange vilot. There is enough 
forage on this field tc keep six cows busy for six months, - so we hope that 
Some farmer will please note. 

Speaking of the Air Corps concentration at Mather Field, Lieut. Carroll, 
who just returned from a two-day visit there, reports that the old war-time 
flying field, wiich wmtil ten days ago had not seen any “Army activity for many 
years, nowW has all the appearances of a great war-time camp again. The barracks 
and quarters have been opened and fitted up for the month, a civilian concession 
is handling the messing, the field swarms with activity and the some 150 ships 
of all types. make "the line" lcok like old times,- with this difference, that 
the former Jennies and DH's are AWOL. 


112th Observation Sauadron, Ohic Naticnal Guard, Cleveland, Ohic: 





The 112th Assecintion, the social organization of officers and men of the 

ll2th Observaticn Squadren, Ohio Naticnal Guard, statiened at Cleveland, gave 
.one of its inimitable entertainments recently, in which a number cf "colcted 
gen'men" swapped »unches in a ring of regulation. size for the edification and 
delight of several hundred enthusiastic reeters. 

The bouts represented one of a Series of attractions that are being given 
at the Squadron's hangar on the Municipal Airport to promote good fellowship 
and good will between officers and men, to afford an op»vortunity for civilians 
to entsst in the mit and tc show special guests that the ll2th Association is 
one of the liveliest of military social organizations. : 

There were three bouts of three rounds each and a finale (battle-royal) 
that was a knacclout in more ways than one. In this last set-te about eight 
men entered the rope-enclosed ring, including those who had participated in 
the preceding bouts, which were refereed by Maj. Chief Meyers, 107th Cavalry. 

After a few minutes of fighting in which blows were exchanged with the 
rapidity of machine gunfire, most of. the boxers, goffy-eyed and totally ob- 
livious to their surroundings, were being dragged to safety by friendly hands. 
he The winner, a tall, dark-skinned boy, who, unlike his foes, had never 
Smiled threugheut the contests, was Pipes shortly afterward. 

. Incidentally he made Licut. E.¥.("Ernie") Lofquist richer and Lieut. Jack 
Gill, parachute officer, poorer; this bet being the chief reason for the 
battle royal. 

Maj. "Temmy" Herbert, Commanding Officer of the Squadron, who practicos 
law.on the side for the Ohio Attorney-General, watched the scraps from a point 
of vantage and afterwards declared they were among the best that had been 
staged in the hangar. 
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San Antonio Air Denct, Duncan Field, Texas, Anril 239ths 
San_ Ant : 


—— 





Capt. S.J, Idzerek, accompanied by 2nd Lieut. T.H. Landon, of the 3d At- 
tack Grovp av Ft. Crockett, Texas, visited the Denot on April 8th, by air. 
Capt. Yalter H, Reid, A.C.(DOL), Instructer with tre 36th Division Aviation 


‘fexas Naticnal Guard, Houston, Texas, was a visiter at this Depot on April 10th, 


and again co: the 28th and 29ta, bringing in planes fcr overhaul and ferrving 
pack others for delivery to the Texas National Guard. On his last visit he was 
accomoanied by Caot. Fred. Y. Willbur, Texas National Guard Air Corps, of House 
ton, son of the Mr. Willbur, whe is prominent on the editorial staff of the 
HOUSTON CRONICLE and is one of the »rometers of the Litchfield Trophy Balloon 
Races to be naeld in Houston in the early part cf June of this year. 

ist Licut. L.P. Whitten, of the Office of the Chief of the Air Corns, ac- 
companied by Tech. Sgt. C.H. Peterson, A.C., en route to Bolling Field in an 
O2-A, stopped. over at this Denct, April 2lst te 23d for miscellaneous repairs 
to their plane, 

lst Licut. E.V. Harbeck of this Depet was a visitor in Heuston, Texas, on 
cross-country, ever the week-end of April 19th to 20th. 

A greup ef abecut thirty-five Student Officers and Flying Cadets of the 
present class cf the Air Cerps Advanced Flying Scheel, Kelly Ficld, made a tour 
ef inspecticn thrceugh this Devct cn April 29th, in charge of Lieut. Mallory cf 
that staticn, in ccnnecticn with their ccurse cf instructicn. 

The Dmican Field Cfficers! Club inaugurated a Crequet Greund, a Horseshce- 
Pitching Cecurt, and a Putting Green, and intense rivalry is manifesting itself 
among the officers of the Post in swinging a wicked croquet mallet, hurling 
sure-fire "rinzers", etc. All comers are challenged. 

During the month of March the following airplanes and engines were over~ 
hauled and renaired by the Engineering Department of the Depot:- Airplanes, 
overhauled ~ 5 A-G, 1 A-3A, 1 LB-5, 1 C-1-C, 1 DH-4M-1, 1 DH-4M-2, 1 DH-4M-eK, 
2 DH-4M-2P, 1 DH-4M-2T, 10-17, 2 P1-D, 1 P1-E, 1 PT-1, 4 PT-3, 2 PI-3A, total 
25: Airplanes, miscellaneous repair ~ 1 LB-5A, 2 C-9, 1 O2-E, 1 02-3, 1 02-K, 
1 02-M3, 1 PT=3A, total 3. 

Engines, major overheul - 30 Curtiss D-12, 15 Wright J-5, 4 Wright J-6, 
total, 49. Engines, minor overhaul ~ 26 Liberty, 3 Curtiss D-12, 1 Curtiss- 
R-600, 1 Wright E, total Zl. 


28th Bomb. Scuadron, Nichols Field, Rizal, P.I., April ads 





The recent arrival of the U.S.A.T. "Grant" was the principal event of 
interest at Nichols Field this month. We received Staff Sgts. Martin, Jack 
Wolfe, Fields and Harvey as replacements for Staff Sgts. Crawford and Butler 
who returned to the States and Staff Sgts. Mullenix and Krogstad, who were 
transferred tc the 66th Service Squadron. We alse received our usual allotment 
of other graces. 

During the month we carried out a mumber of missions, cooperating with the 
Coast Artillery and other branches, on the Rock. We also had a number of bomb-~ 
ing missions scheduled which we were wmable to carry cut, as our L.B.'s were 
grouded for further bracing. 

The Squadron Commender, Capt. Brock, departed on the 1st for a tour of de- 
tachec service at Camo John Hay. In his absence lst Lieut. (Slim) Morris tcok 
Coumand and is expected to display his usual energy and vigor while C.0. Staff 
Sgt. Peaches Brewning was appointed lst Sgt., vice lst Sgt. Moriarty, who re~ 
verted to his eriginal grade of scrgeant. Pvt. A.M. lst Class Way was appoint~ 
ed Cpl. We wnderstand that Buddy Crawford was assigned to Chanute and everyone 
would like to hear how he likes it. 


Mitchel Field, Lonz Island, N.Y., April 17th: 





The personnel here are bemoaning the fact that they were excluded from 
the Maneuvers at Mather Field. Some have dissapated their gloom by reconciling 
themselves to the very evident fact that Observation Aviation would not and 
could not play an important part in maneuvers which are strictly concerned with 
the deployment of the "forces" of the air. 

We have been lurking in ambush for just such a time as these maneuvers in 
Which we might not only have proved ovr efficiency as an Observation Unit, but 
also as a combatant arm in case the need should arise. Just as the different 
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branches are new Simulating »roblems in aerial warfare at Mather Field, so 
could we have simulated problems which would have facilitated the movements 
of the others as well as being invaluable experience for us. 

From a purely altruistic point of view we would have liked the idea of 
participating in the maneuvers in order that we might have proved to a Seemingly 
skeptical audience that the Ninth Grovp has something te offer, and can onerate 
to quite a satisfactory degree of cfficiency in the field. All we need is ay 
invitation, anc it docsn't have to be engraved cithert 

Lieut. Hez McClellan left Mitchel Field in an 01-5 for the Maneuvers at 
Mathor Ficld, with Clayton Knight, the famous artist and airplane illustrator, 
as a passenser. Mr. might exvects te sketch Army airplanes during the rest of 
the Maneuvers. ; 

Maj. Ryan followed him in several days later with Col. Peter Brady as a 
passenger. 

Ships from the lst Squadron cooperated in an extensive search for the miss. 
ing Curtiss stucent who was lost the early part of the week. As yet, no defi. 
nite information has been unearthed as te his whercabouts. 











Mitchel Fielc, Lone Island, N.Y., April 3d: 


The Field was in a macistrom of moving activities for the last week or so, 
and now that-the furor has abated somewhat it is more or less evident tnat two 
more squadrons end the Headquarters Detachment have finally quit their old ram. 
shackle sheltcrs for their new and quite luxurious abodes (luxurious by com- 
parison). 

The new barracks mark the beginning of a new era fer Mitchel Field = at 
least, we hone that this progressive trend will continue until all the cld w- 
Sightly buildings have come down. Being so urbaly situated as it is, and in 
the midst of cne of the mest prominent and beautiful sections cf Long Island, 
it should be out in keeping with the surrcundings. 

Fer advice cn how to-move a squadron, get in touch with Eddie Hecuse. Even 
for such a short distance as this there are a few of those finer points to be 
observed that Eddie alone can explain. If, upon finishing the interview, you 
haven't been brained with a stray soup ladel for as much as mentioning the sub- 
ject, you'll undoubtedly go away with a few priceless gems of knowledge, or 
maybe a few choice epitaphs to add to your repertory. 

An wusually attractive dumb-bell was recently resurrected from the ar- 
chives and »olished until all of its original splendor has been revived; the 
only thing needed new is an owner. | 

At present it is residing in Major Ryan's office, and it is only a matter 
of days before someone will be the proud possessor. The only trouble, says Maj. 
Ryan, is that competition is too keen at present and the rendering of an im 
partial decision is almest an impossibility. Capone's cohorts from the 5th 
Squadron, who have been accused of sinking buoys, think it belongs to one of 
their number, but they are being pressed hard by Lieut. Eble, who shot a hole 
in a hangar wall. The escapades of these two parties, however, have been ap~ 
preciably dimmed by the great navigation flight in which four PT's, Middletowm 
bound, and lod by the keen-eyed Warrant Officer Dodd, flew completely off their 
strip mep and finaily ended up at Aberdeen down on the Chesapeake with “he 
Same kcen-eyed iir. Dodd rejoicing on finally having made Middletown-geing so 
far as to write "Mitchel to Middletown" on his Form l. 

A Fordson tractor has been getting in more time out on the flying fiela 
than any of us. It is there when we go out and is still chugging away when we 
leave. A varticularly rough spot on the field directly in front of Operations 
was proving a hazard to taxying ships, so at the suggestion of "Hungry" Gates 
the tractor was put to work ploughing up the spot. An Illinois farmer would 
have been envious of the straightly mewed lanes, and it was the belief of everj~ 
one that before long fresh vegetables and perhans a few carnations would come 
Sprouting uo. The place has been leveled off now, and it shouldn't be long, 
with the help of a few spring rains, before the first of watermelons start to 
grow. 

A certain gentleman made an emergency landing in a field which proved to 
be rough enough to do some slight damage to the ship, and when he returned he 
was taken in tow by his superior and made to point out the field on a map. 
After being severely reprimanded for his poor judguent he was asked the follow~ 
ing questions 
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"Why in the cevil did you land in that field? Why didn't you land in 
that big field right next te it - the one bounded by that line? " 

Whereunon he revliedcs 

"Well, I would have, sir, but veu see the treubdle is that line is a contcur.! 

And then thes callod it o. day. 

Col. anc lirs. Howard left the Field for a fiftcen-day visit in San Antenio. 
Tio Pexas Soring is certainly much mere enjoyable than these howling March winds 
wotve been “aving here. 

Lieut. Clxrence Mover and Miss Trash were married on March 28th., The ccre- 
mony and recension were held in Col. Howard's quarters. Many a feminine heart 
fluttered wien they merched under the sabre arch, and many a bachelor heaved a 
sigh and plodded on his solitary way back to the "haunted house" -— that haven 
for Single males. 

Pardoe Mertin recently flew to Arcadia, Fla., to visit a daughter who has 
beon taken quite sericusly ill. We understand the trip was a success, because 
a marked improvement was Sen in his daughter, and we all heve she continues 
on the roed to 2 quick recovery. 


120th Observation Squadron, Colo. National Guard, Denver, Cole.s 





March was a Dusy month for the 120th Observation Squadron, cutside of the 
regular reutine of drills and classes. Radio classes are being held fowr nights 
a week to enable every officer to qualify on radio before the next annual en- 
campment in June. 

Late in March, three bandits, wane were more desperate than they were clever, 
rovbed a baulc at Manter, and in their attemted set-away killed one deputy 
sheriff and weunded another at Eais, Colo. Under orders of the Governor, Lievts. 
Beau, and Bradcick wero disnatcned to Burlington, Celo., with a Dovglas 02-H, 
equipned with radic, te operate with tho sheriff of Kit Carson Cownty and the 
local National Gvard Infantry Cemweny. The peaceable surrender or the bandits 
to officers in Kensas before Liceuts. Beau and Braddick reached Burlington pre~ 
vented the efficers from aiding in the search. 

In addition te a number of radio missicns, several of the officers trained 
themselves in cross-ccuntry werk during the nonth. Capt. Reavis and Lieut. 

Junk flew to Lengment; Lieut. Braddick, to Eads, to Lanar, te Walsenwurg, to 
Pueblo and back to Denver in one day; Licut. Hunter, to Pucblo$; Capt. Mumey, te 
Cheyenne andi Pueble and Lieut. Beau ferried Douglas 02-H #28,351 to San Antenio 
and returned with Deuglas 02-H #23349. 
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